Medicine and the Navy Volume IV 1815-1900 by Christopher Lloyd FRHiStS and Jack L S Coulter FRCS pp xi +300 illustrated 50s Edinburgh &London: E & SLivingstone 1963 This is the fourth and final volume of the history of medicine in the navy which the Weilcome trustees made possible. The first two volumes were written by John Keevil and all three previous ones have been reviewed here. The final volume, written by Christopher Lloyd of the Royal Naval College Greenwich and Captain Jack Coulter, maintains the high standard of writing and scholarship, combined with the presentation of an enormous number of facts, in the same attractive way that was characteristic of Keevil. It opens with an account of the Medical Department of the Royal Navy and then traces the status of the naval surgeon. There are fascinating accounts of the nursing service, of scurvy and its treatment in bygone days and much concerning the history of the Naval Hospitals in this country. The chapter that stands out is that devoted to the surgeonnaturalists, who, although they did not include Charles Darwin in their number, provided us with so many distinguished scientists in the 19th century. All naval surgeons and medical and historical libraries will want to own these four volumes; they will remain for many years to come a standard work of reference on this fascinating subject.
SELWYN TAYLOR

Diseases of the Respiratory System
by Neville C Oswald TD mD(cantab) FRCP(London) and John Fry MD(Lond) FRCS(Eng) pp 229 illustrated 32s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This textbook aims to cover the whole field of respiratory disease as it is seen in both hospital and general practice. It is therefore written with the interests of both medical students and general practitioners in mind. This diversity of approach inevitably leads to some overlapping as well as differences in treatment in the various sections.
General practitioners will find concise and authoritative accounts of those conditions which are often treated in hospital but for which they have to undertake responsibility both in diagnosis and after treatment.
From the standpoint of medical students, this book will be valuable, as it will give them a good idea of the full range of respiratory conditions, many of which are seldom seen in hospital, but which cause in the general population a formidable amount of sickness.
Minor criticisms concern the treatment of the clinical manifestations of virus infections, of which more could perhaps have been made. The morbidity figures from the general practitioners would perhaps have been better related to standard rates rather than to an average-sized general practice.
In all other respects, this book is admirably concise, well produced and excellently illustrated, and it can be recommended to general practitioners and medical students alike. The recent introduction of scientific conferences at the Royal College of Physicians proved an immediate and unqualified success. By bringing together leading experts on topics of major interest they provide a forum for exchange of ideas and a valuable means of keeping in touch with recent advances. The present volume, which is the proceedings of a conference on disorders of carbohydrate metabolism, is well up to the standard of the previous ones. The early part includes papers on the pathways of carbohydrate metabolism, the action of insulin and recent work on plasma insulin and insulin antagonists. A central section offers concise and lucid statements of current views on the etiology of diabetes, on prediabetes and on treatment with insulin and oral compounds. The last part is devoted to complications, including ketosis and pituitary ablation for retinopathy. There are altogether 17 papers, each by an acknowledged authority, and the full text of the discussions is also given. This is undoubtedly the right form in which to publish proceedings of this kind and it is a very good 25 shillings' worth. The illustrations have come out well but could not the type have been better suited to presbyopic readers ? The reader will not find it difficult to pick out from the natural heterogeneity of a volume of collected papers what Sir Harry calls its 'major inarticulate premises'. Perhaps first comes pride in the tradition and achievements of a great learned profession illustrated particularly, but by no means exclusively, from his own subject of orthopaedic surgery. Though the articles that fall under this heading cover a wide range, the great father figure in orthopEedic surgery of Sir Robert Jones
